


Europe, poor housing conditions, which
affect the most deprived segments of
the population both more frequently
and more severely, have significant
consequences. Living in unfit housing
seriously damages health, increases
poverty and fosters exclusion. The
problem also has a huge societal cost,
not least because it generates endless
medical expenses.

The need to improve the quality of
Europe’'s housing stock is the subject
of growing political attention in the
context of the climate and energy crisis.
Announced by Europe as part of its
Green Deal, the “renovation wave” aimed
at reducing carbon emissions could also
provide an opportunity to tackle energy
poverty and unfit housing. However,
safequards are required to protect
households from increased housing
costs: public subsidy and accompanying
measures will have to be deployed to
support poor homeowners and low-
income tenants.

Poor housing is by no means inevitable.
The public policies needed to put an

end to it are well-known and proven:
effective regulation of the housing
market, massive investment in the
construction and renovation of social
housing, a strengthening of social
protection systems and comprehensive
strategies to combat homelessness.
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