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→ extent + profile characteristics

Extended service-based homelessness counts in Belgium









• 269.191 inhabitants

• Point-in-time homelessness 

counts

• 30th of October 2020

• 20th of October 2023

City of Ghent



• 104.009 inhabitants

• Point-in-time homelessness 

counts

• 21th of February 2020

City of Leuven

• 20th of October 2023

City of Leuven + 9 surrounding 

municipalities

City of Leuven



• Point-in-time versus the dynamism of homelessness

• Services more familiar with method of the count + more participating services

• Local contexts

• City of Ghent

e.g. COVID-19 pandemic October 2020

• City of Leuven

e.g. social housing squats eviction;

winter shelter open in February 2020, closed in

October 2023

General remarks



City of Ghent 2020-2023



City of Ghent 2020-2023



City of Ghent 2020-2023



City of Ghent 2020-2023



City of Leuven 2020-2023



City of Leuven 2020-2023



City of Leuven 2020-2023



City of Leuven 2020-2023



• Impact of local events

• Point-in-time count → evolutions; identifying ‘flow’ of PEH

• Diversity of population

• Interaction with policy makers: expectations second count

• Feedback from policy makers and services: results interpretation

Some lessons learned



Questions and feedback

Nana Mertens nana.mertens@kuleuven.be

Evelien Demaerschalk evelien.demaerschalk@kuleuven.be 

prof. dr. Koen Hermans koen.hermans@kuleuven.be 
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