
Subheading 2

• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellen
tesque dui orci, rhoncus interdum adipiscing et, sollicitudin non. 

• Nunc consequat, metus ac sagittis aliquam, purus quam 
euismod purus, non ullamcorper augue orci eget ligula. Duis sed
purus rutrum, vulputate nunc id, viverra nunc. Praesent eget
convallis sapien. Fusce nec molestie lacus. Etiam ut augue purus. 
Integer scelerisque metus quis egestas congue. 

• Maecenas euismod at est et dapibus. Suspendisse egestas dui 
tellus, ut feugiat massa fringilla in. Sed eget diam mollis, 
tristique nunc ac, volutpat elit. Curabitur quis tempus ante, eget
hendrerit ligula. 

• Sed dignissim lectus eget rutrum laoreet hendrerit purus. 1

Subheading 4

Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia nostra, 
per inceptos himenaeos. Etiam semper orci a ligula ultricies
convallis. Sed vel risus nec augue consequat egestas vel ut diam. 
Nulla sodales lacus et semper facilisis.

• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellen
tesque dui orci, rhoncus interdum adipiscing et, sollicitudin non. 

• Nunc consequat, metus ac sagittis aliquam, purus quam 
euismod purus, non ullamcorper augue orci eget ligula. Duis sed
purus rutrum, vulputate nunc id, viverra nunc. 

• Maecenas euismod at est et dapibus. Suspendisse egestas dui 
tellus, ut feugiat massa fringilla in. Sed eget diam mollis, 
tristique nunc ac, volutpat elit. Curabitur quis tempus ante, eget
hendrerit ligula. Sed dignissim lectus eget rutrum laoreet
hendrerit purus. 

Mauris sem lorem, sodales id vestibulum sit amet, tempus nec
lacus. Proin id varius urna. Curabitur quis tempus ante, eget
hendrerit ligula. 

1. In id scelerisque ligula. Nulla feugiat mi sit amet nisl semper 
pulvinar. Suspendisse iaculis nulla sit amet risus condimentum
hendrerit. Praesent ac magna arcu. Aliquam erat volutpat.

2. Sed dignissim mi sit amet convallis gravida. Aliquam erat
volutpat. Mauris eu ornare diam. Donec pharetra lacinia erat id 
mollis. Nullam erat justo, aliquam eu dui eget, aliquet blandit
felis. 

3. Vivamus et felis vel magna auctor rutrum non id ante. Fusce ac 
euismod nisi, at tempus diam. Fusce purus lectus, malesuada et 
vulputate quis, varius sed felis.

4. Vestibulum accumsan mauris nec accumsan sollicitudin. Class 
aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia nostrpurus
erat. 

5. Praesent ac magna arcu. Aliquam erat volutpat euismod. 
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Subheading 1

• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellen
tesque dui orci, rhoncus interdum adipiscing et, sollicitudin non. 

• Nunc consequat, metus ac sagittis aliquam, purus quam 
euismod purus, non ullamcorper augue orci eget ligula. Duis sed
purus rutrum, vulputate nunc id, viverra nunc. Praesent eget
convallis sapien. Fusce nec molestie lacus. Etiam ut augue purus. 
Integer scelerisque metus quis egestas congue. 

• Maecenas euismod at est et dapibus. Suspendisse egestas dui 
tellus, ut feugiat massa fringilla in. Sed eget diam mollis, 
tristique nunc ac, volutpat elit. Curabitur quis tempus ante, eget
hendrerit ligula. 

• Sed dignissim lectus eget rutrum laoreet hendrerit purus. 1

Subheading 3

• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellen
tesque dui orci, rhoncus interdum adipiscing et, sollicitudin non. 

• Nunc consequat, metus ac sagittis aliquam, purus quam 
euismod purus, non ullamcorper augue orci eget ligula. Duis sed
purus rutrum, vulputate nunc id, viverra nunc. Praesent eget
convallis sapien. Fusce nec molestie lacus. Etiam ut augue purus. 
Integer scelerisque metus quis egestas congue. 

• Maecenas euismod at est et dapibus. Suspendisse egestas dui 
tellus, ut feugiat massa fringilla in. Sed eget diam mollis, 
tristique nunc ac, volutpat elit. Curabitur quis tempus ante, eget
hendrerit ligula. 

• Sed dignissim lectus eget rutrum laoreet hendrerit purus. 
Mauris sem lorem, sodales id vestibulum sit amet, tempus nec
lacus. Proin id varius urna. Curabitur quis tempus ante, eget
hendrerit ligula. 
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FIRST AFRICAN IN THE 
COLONY OF NEW FRANCE

1600s

First free African to arrive 
in what is now called 
Canada - Mathieu Da 
Costa

SLAVERY
1600s -1834

RACIAL SEGREGATION
1700s -1980s

IMMIGRATION
1900s -1967
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Canada’s earliest 
documented occurrence 
of slavery was in the early 
1600s.

In 1910, the Canadian 
government implemented 
an Immigration Act 
barring Black immigrants. 
immigrantsAbolished 1834

Black people were 
systematically 
segregated and denied 
access to education, 
employment, housing, 
transportation, 
immigration, healthcare 
and commercial 
establishments.

Urban planning 
has historically and 
systematically 
contributed to the 
racial segregation and 
displacement of racialized 
communities in Canada. 
Unfortunately, these 
discriminatory practices 
continue to this day.

1. BC Non-Profit Housing (2020). 2020 Homeless Count in Metro Vancouver. 
2. Government of Canada (2021). Black History in Canada.
3. Government of Canada (2022). Significant Events in Black Canadian History.
4. Henry N. (2021). Racial Segregation of Black People in Canada.
5. Public Health Agency of Canada (2022). Inequities in Health of Racialized 

Adults in Canada. 

TOWARDS A FRAMEWORK
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with nine key informants to identify guiding principles for addressing anti-Black systemic 
racism. These principles will guide policy-makers in creating equitable housing policies for Black Canadians.

BACKGROUND
Black Canadians experience overrepresentation 
in homelessness and core housing needs due to 
Eurocentric planning approaches and insidious 
anti-Black systemic racism, violating their rights to 
equitable housing. Further research is needed to 
understand the intersections between race and 
housing.

INTRODUCTION
This research will utilize a multi-method approach 
oriented in lived experience and interviews with 
key informants and Black people in the shelter 
system to develop a framework addressing anti-
Black racism in the housing and homelessness 
sector. The framework will be applied to 
proposed and current housing policies to identify 
where they can be discriminatory, adversely 
impacting Black Canadians. The findings could 
raise the awareness of the housing sector and 
policy-makers on the experiences of Black 
Canadians, inform targeted policy interventions 
that centre Black voices, and ultimately advance 
Black Canadians’ access to housing.

METHODOLOGY AND TIMELINE
Multi-method approach: Afrocentric, 
autoethnographic, and design science research 
methodologies.

PAST: BLACK HISTORY
Black Canadians’ experiences with housing 
precarity and social inequities are rooted in 
Canada’s colonial historical legacy of legalized 
slavery, dispossession, racial segregation, racism 
and discrimination towards Black people.

FUTURE: NEXT STEPS REFERENCES
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JUSTICE SYSTEM:
 “They put you in the 

system at a young age. 
They put a curfew on 

you, and you can’t go 
to work. They call your 
house, and if you are 
not there; they arrest 
you. You are in the 

system.”

HOUSING: 
“They only want 
a certain race to 
rent – they would 

say Indian, Asian or 
something like that. 
When you search it 

up on Kijiji, you 
would notice.”

FOOD 
INSECURITY:

In 2018, Black 
adults were 2.8 

times more likely 
to experience 
food insecurity. 

DATA: 
Severe lack of data 
on Black Canadians.
 In 2020, Black people 
were 3.7 times more 
likely to experience 

homelessness in 
Vancouver.

HEALTH CARE: 
“I met with a mental 

health navigator 
and did not feel 

understood. What 
would be helpful 
is someone that 
understands my 
background.”

EDUCATION: 
“They treat White 

kids better than us. 
For little things, you 

get into trouble 
and suspended for 
weeks. They don’t 

give you chances.”

EMPLOYMENT:
 “I worked with 

youth who would 
call me a Nigga. 

Being the only Black 
person in my job, 
I couldn’t talk to 

other people 
about it.”

Phone: 1-204-298-7428  |  Email: mariececile.kotyk@ucalgary.ca  |  kotykconsulting@gmail.com

1. Explore the application of the framework.
2. Test the framework and application with key 

informants and lived/living experience groups.
3. Document results.

PRESENT: RESULTS
Seven Black individuals interviewed in emergency shelters revealed how systemic failures across sectors due to anti-Black racism 
led to housing insecurity. Literature reviews substantiated an overrepresentation of Black Canadians in various sectors, attributed to 
discriminatory policies and practices. This research identified how anti-Black systemic racism contributes to housing instability.

ANTI-BLACK SYSTEMIC RACISM AS A PATHWAY TO HOUSING INSTABILITY


