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BMSZKI is the largest provider of
accommodation services to homeless people
in Hungary. 2500 beds in 15 locations. About
1/3 host women.

I T s




The Data

50 first interviews with women
accessing hostels
- Women under 50
. Romantic relationships
. Children
Care plan + Documentation of social
work
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Background

Where did you grow up? (N=45)
with family, but not ideal

happy family « 18 in extreme poverty

« 7 parents in prison

« 9 parents with substance abuse issues

» 10 suffered physical or sexual abuse

* 4 mentioned being raped by their
(step)father

. foster care

20

« 10 have a parent
* 2 have siblings who are HOMELESS
* 4 have adult children

5 left home before 18, 7 became homeless right at turning 18




Education

evel of education (N=45)

2016 national survey, courtesy of BREITNER,
Peter

113

37,3

. . higher education



Education

. « & grasien of primsty school
. A grades

redessional shoo

Level of education of women in Hungary (over 15), National

Census 2011, népszamlalas (% )




Health

33 of them mentioned at least one problem related to their health

Health problems (N=33)

« 8 attempted suicide

« 8 substance abuse

« 3 miscarriage

« 1 abortion (2 more planning)




Income

Source of income (N=49)

homeless activities
NONE

disability pension
work: cleaning

other work




Couples — Romantic Relationships

5 of the women left home before 18

13 of them moved in with a partner when turning 18

2 of them became pregnant under 18 for the first time (13,14)
16 of them had lived in an abusive relationship at least once
5 partners died




Couples — Romantic Relationships

Presently, 35 women live in a couple
4 of them in a same sex couple

Where does the partner live? (N=35)

m |ive together in
hostel

> ® partner livesin a

different homeless
service

® unknown 3 partners are non-homeless




Life story 1 — Claire (37)




Life story 2 — Bree, 37




Children

31 women have children
Some are now adults
61 are under 18

Number of children (N=48)
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Children

Where are your children who are under 18?(N=61)

. foster parent
. Atleast 8 taken e
from mothers @ e

after birth
* Mostin small age

adoptive parents




Children

Are you in contact with your children? (N = 21)

4 of them have kids adopted

Contact:

14 regularly (weekly, biweekly,
monthly visits)

1 mostly through the phone




Children in Care Plan

16 mentions of children

in care plan

14/21

e 4 cases:regular
contact

e 17 cases: living
together




Children in Case Work

»Sheis very sad about her visit to
her son yesterday. It was very
difficult to say goodbye to him.
She speaks about her plans, but |
do not find them realistic. She is
hoping to move out to a market
rental with her new boyfriend
whom she has not met in three
months, and welcome her son
their upon her next visit in August.

Documentation of Belle, 28, 1 son in foster
care




Life story 3 — Andrea, 29




Conclusions

e Poverty and living in disfunctional families reproduces itself

o Stronger child protection and family protection system
o Strengthening ways out of fostering
o enabling women to make a living for themselves — education

e Lack of protocols within homelessness services
o Firstinterviews — gendered questions
o A focus on relationships and children in care work — staff to receive training
o YET many key workers still address these issues and go out of their way to support women

e Primary research instead of secondary research

o Survey among women about their perceptions of security, support and children (September
2022)

Interviews with women in spring 2023
o Hopefully modification of first interviews to enable secondary analysis
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