


Introduction

• Historical context: Cycles of  homelessness 
criminalization.

• Area Ban in Copenhagen.



Research Questions:
• How is public space understood 

from Copenhagen’s administration? 
Moreover, how the concept of  
‘enclosure strategies’ can be helpful 
to frame this understanding? 

• How is the relation of  public space 
and homelessness framed in the area 
ban legislative discussion?  

• How have the homeless framed the 
effects of  the zone-ban on their use 
of  public space in Copenhagen?  

• In which ways have they  changed 
their spatial practices in public 
spaces? 



Methodology
and fieldwork

Research period: January to April 2019.

Analysis of public documents from 
different levels of governments.

Non-participant and participant 
observation in Copenhagen.

Interviews to different stakeholders



Theoretical 
background

• Source: Palacios, 2019.



The top-down 
approach. 
State and local 
government 
strategies.

State enacted zone ban: 
Commodification of space + 
criminalization.

City goals and urban life 
accounts: A city for the Modern 
Copenhagener



Bottom-up.
NGOs and new 
tactics of  the 
homeless people.

Wide ranging of organizations 
working in different angles of 
the issues.

Change in patterns of use of 
public space: adaptation due to 
needs.

Colective action through 
demonstrations.



Current scenario.

• Discussions on rolling back the area ban.

• Is being homeless and their use of  public space at 
a constant risk of  being deemed illegal?



Conclusions

A city for the modern 
Copenhagener not the homeless.

Resilience and adaption tactics at 
a cost.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-A happy marriage between the market and the legal system.
-Tactics to endure the new legislation come at a cost associated with the uncertainty of what is going to happen tonight.



Recommendations.

Highlight 
strategically the use 
of space of homeless 
people.

Mutual aid within 
communities.

Advocate for co-
created 
infrastructural 
solutions.

“I do think that it's has been 
the strategy of the 
government and the 
political parties to make this 
divide between homeless 
people, because they have 
nothing to gain by fighting 
each other and everything 
to gain by standing 
together.” 
(Sebastian, Interview, 
26/03/2019 in Palacios, 
2019) 
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